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Stanley, Lord Londonderry, or Mr. T, J. Macnamara, M.L.S.B.,1 took the chair, and unconsciously educated by setting standards of worth. The pupil teachers did all the debating themselves and great nonsense they often talked, but they were in earnest and solemnly recorded their decisions. Mr. E. B. Sargant, Mr. G. L. Bruce, or one of the other Residents was always present, though intentionally unobtrusive, and sometimes Mr. Barnett went in and gave them one of his pleasant " touch-the-spot " talks, or took in the public lecturer of the evening to say a few words. I recall visits from Lord Wolseley, Lord Brassey, Lord Monks-well, Sir Alfred Lyall, Mr. Frederic Harrison, Mr. Leslie Stephen, Mr. George Macdonold, Mr. Henry Arthur Jones, and Dr. Fairbairn, all of whom were interested in the lads. Of one meeting Tfie Toynbee Record said :
1889.-—An interesting incident in tho evening was the reading by Mr. J. Russell of Homo pasHagea from a doHcription, by Count Leo Tolstoi, of Ms village school in liuasla. Exclamations of derision and incredulity were provoked by Home parts of the narrative, while others were listened to with the closest intercut.
BosidcH tho debates and reading parties, Mr. Sargant instituted a largo athletic organisation with tournaments, and matches, and shields, and trophies, all of which the boys hugely enjoyed and which, people say, have deep moral significance. There was a rowing club too, vaingloriously called " The Argonauts," which was coached by an Oxford blue and applauded by a Cambridge stroke, but on the one occasion when M r. Barnett and 1 went to Ghiswick for their gala day i thought they did very badly, and wondered, as I have oftou done in life, how far truth should give place to encouragement.
Whatever the medium, the boys could not help being uplifted by Mr. K. B. Sargant—a nature so poetic as to be unpractical, so public-spirited an to conquer unpractically, and all the time tenderly watchful for the spiritual potentialities of every neglected child. He gathered leading educationalists to listen to his ideals and set a now standard for some of them. 77*6 Toynbee Record reported:
J 889.—On February 12th, 1889, the annual meeting of tho London Pupil T«aoher«* AHBOciation was held at the Portman Booms. Although tho roads wero wailed with snow, 300 ladies and gentlemen attended.
Parliamentary and Financial Secretary to the Admiralty.